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Tsippi Fleischer (b. 1946) is considered the first internationally-established woman composer from the Middle East; she has been marked for her contribution to
contemporary music, and received many international awards and residency scholarships. Her academic achievements also include Bachelor’s degrees in music
theory and composition and in Oriental Studies, and Master’s degrees in Music Education and in Semitic Linguistics; in 1995, she was awarded a PhD in Musicology
for her dissertation on Cherubini's Medée. Her works have been performed in over 40 cities around the world (including major cultural capitals) by renowned
soloists, ensembles, choirs and orchestras, and preserved on over 20 commercial CDs.

Tsippi Fleischer's music brings together diverse stylistic and cultural influences, including the languages and musical styles of the Middle East (from ancient languages
to modern Hebrew and Arabic), and European traditions from the Renaissance to the avant-garde and electronic music. Her oeuvre includes: seven symphonies; five
operas; two oratorios; the cantata "Like Two Branches', based on a poem by a 6th-century Arab poetess, which represents the culmination of the composer’s stylistic
achievement; a large number of song cycles; multi-media works in ancient Semitic languages; and more.

For several decades, Dr. Tsippi Fleischer lectured at the Department of Music, Levinsky Colfege of Education, Tel Aviv, and served as Special Projects and Forums
Moderator there. She taught several generations of musicians who are now making their mark on the Israeli and international music scene in composition,
conducting, performance and education. Since her retirement from regular teaching in 2005, alongside her intense activity as a compaoser, she has been
summarizing her impressive decades-long period of music teaching and research into the history and analysis of Hebrew song, including the two-volume treatise,
"The Harmonization of Songs’, and the large-scale monograph "Matti Caspi: The Magic and the Enigma”.

More details, including a comprehensive work-fist, bibliography and discography, are available on the composer's website,
http://www.tsippifleischer.com.



ORCHESTRATION:

3 FLUTES (FL. I changing with Picc.)

_ 2 OBOES (Ob. II changing with E. Hn)

2 CLARINETS in B* (Cl. III changing with B.Cl.)
2 BASSOONS ' ' '

4 HORNS in F

2 TRUMPETS in C

3 TROMBONES
TUBA

"TIMPANI
PERCUSSION:

GLOCKENSPIEL CASTANETS
MARIMBA, MARACAS

CHIMES , SET OF BONGOS
VIBRAPHONE TOM-TOM
XYLOPHONE 2 SUSPENDED CYMBALS
METALLOPHONE. TAMBOURINE
TRIANGLE .

HARP

6 GUITARS
6 MANDOLAS

VIOLIN 1
VIOLIN I
VIOLA
VIOLONCELLO
DOUBLE BASS'

Dur.: 22

The score is written in C 7
N.B. Piccolo, Bass clarinet and Double bass sound as written.
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1492-1992 "AN ORATORIO

L. Of Wine and the Delights of Love

II. Of Turmeoil (of Fear and of Suffering)

IIT. Of the Upheaval and Storm of Expulsion

IV. Of Wandering (of Temptations, Guilt, Fersecution
and of Despair) .

v. 0f the Returm to Ziom:

In this worlk I have presented a bird's-eye view of the history of the Jewish people,
starting with the Golden Age in Spain, through the trauma which accompanied the Ex—
pulsion, the wandering which followed in its wake, until the Redemption in Ziom.

This cutline combines histérical truth with my own subjective vision. TIm Spainm the

‘three faiths (Judaism, Islam and Christianity) co-existed in symbiosis and T sincerely
‘believe that this idyllic sitwatiom may well be re-established again. Ton additionm,

nistory has shown that to confront the future with optimism is to triumph in the end;
the Jewish people living a fulfilled life inm the Land of Israel is an etermal truth —
a fulfilment superseding any other way of life im the Diaspora. The Expulsion, with
all its comcomitant pain, may yet be seen as a bright point iz the history of the
Jewish people: it gave the impetus for the Return to Ziom. At the outset of the
work all three languages are heard - Hebrew, Spanish and Arabfc; subsequently, only
Hebrew and Spanish, and in: the end, Hebrew alone.

The Hebrew poetry from the Middle Ages appears here inm its original form, but T
introduced a comnecting thread between the various verses of text in order to
achieve the continuity of outline described above. The poetry of Spain is redo-
lent of earthy senmsuality,:whereas in the writings of the early poets of the Land
of Istrael (those who never left the Holy Land), a certain feeling of distress per—
vades, tinged with strong spirituslity. Generally, this Hebrew poetry is extremely
concentrated in expressiom with surprising double—entendres.

As an aid to both listemer and performer, T have orgamized the literary sources in
tabular form to include the origimal words, their phonetic tramscription, explana-
tory comments, and a description of the compositional events. ’

Musically, this is a complex work combining the frégra.uce of the past (formal melo—
dies and conventions) with contemporary aesthetics (orchestration and tome-production).

" The melodic material has its roots in folkloristic motifs, starting with Spain (aud

including medieval Christisn influences), through liturgical hymns of the Diaspora
in North Africa, southern Europe, the-Balkans and Turkey, and ending with my own
Israeli—sounding motifs for the concluding movement. All these became interwoven
spontanecusly, in answer to the dramatic requirements; a Spanish £lavour often pre-—
vails on accownt.of the guitars, mandolas and harp added to the accepted symphonic
instruments. The orxchestra, toa, has an important role to play in the drama: more
than once it would appear that orchestral "actors'" take centre-stage.

Tsippl Fleischer.



L FIRST MOVEMENT - OF WINE AND OF THE DELIGHTS OFLOVE

English translation
(by Gila Abraharmson)

Whole cholr divided inte grougs,
some speaking others laughing

(Quteries from the mistof the revelry):

Ha ha ha ha..

Do not sleepl

Old wine - drink deept

And the perfume and the rosesi

Donash Ben Lavrat,
Spain, 10th ceat.

Driok, ye lovers
Get drunk, o friends
Judah Halevi,

Spain, [2th cent.

And foumtains of water
Donash
It the dwelling-place of genercus
men

In the gardens of nobles -

Judah Halevi
hahzhaha.

In the mornings

and in the evenings

We drink, we sing, we are bewitched Wa'82f! ndghamin mashlr  jgmuwe ‘u;.: Ll‘).ﬂj

(The sounds of music and bird-song blends in with festive mood):

And the violins sigh .
With harp and psaltery

TTre wormeen start singing

While birds on the wing
On the green branches sing
And the pigeon aad the dove

Flute-like, teii of love
Donash

" whela choir
(The intake of wine increases);

Drink, ye lovers
Get druak, a friends

Let even the monks be served winel

Jndzh Halevi

Wonrerr

And the murmur of water
flowing in the furrows.

Recalls the bowing of stringed
instruments

Whala chiorr

And on the young branches

The birds sing loudly
' Donash

Drink, ye lovers
Get drunk, o friends
In the dwelling-place
of generous men
In the gardens
of nables
And in the joyous
festivities
Let even the manks

Be served winel
Judah Halevi

{The orgy of sensvality is at its height):

My beloved who awakens
the flame of desire
Come, let us embrace
in the fervour of love
And the drinking of water

Sweeter than the taste

of the effusions of love
My beloved who awakens

the flame of desire
Come, let us embrace

in the fervor of love

For thy love is better than wine
Judah Halevi
(with quatation from
the Seng of Sodgs)

Text sung - . Text sung -
Phonetic transeription original script .
ha ha ha ha... Shhhhi
"at t1én ot N
$té ydytn yaSan: g 1
vekhbfer "im 305dm AT 0D 1T
bebéd améntes Hebed, amantes,
embryagags amigos Embringacs, amigos
verége$ tsingrim oMY WY

en moréda de khenerdsos En morada de generosas

en khardines de nébles  En jordines de nabfes

ha ha ha ha... b
bisabd ol ey renny

waghaniki-T-khumiir

vehemyat kinorim g\ B gy iy
beminim unvalim oIapmmg
vetsipbr kol kanaf 0713 93 TEN)
yeranén beyn *atim oI TINT
. hayonim vehatorim R e
‘anim kakhalalim o'ron3
5tii dodfm o1 A
veikhri re’im ek i)
haZkii hanzirin yayin I emiRraininy
bihéms! "awtdr BE A

wakharfri sawdkin tadir 5905 @lge yuydg

s oA

wa'glal'aghgdni obadll e

ta¥dl ‘attuytr

Fd

bebéd améntes Bebed, emantes,
embruagées amiges Embriagacs, amigos,
en morada £n morada
de khenergsos de generusos
en khardines En jardines
de nobles de nobles
i yen festékhos ¥ en festejos
regosikhamtes regocijantes
atin a los abstémyas fidn a [os abstemios

servid e1 vino Servid el vina

dodi "a%ér ya'ir lehavim a0 O DR 7T

Tekhd nit'alsé ba'ahavim I3 ngoum NIy

L 3

-

A a

waslrt m&'in

4%ha minarrigah
dodi "a¥érya'ir lehavim  @vIIT D NOR T
lekhé nit'alsé ba'ahavim D283 nooonngy

ki tovim dodékha migdgin P TTIT @MW YD



i,
:
L:

Women

(Suddenly feelings of guilt are interpolated):

Shall we rejoice here vetagll "uvisiyfn 7005010 1T faoy am
while fores infest Zion? yerutstn ¥u'alim?

Shall we drink wine, ve'eykh ni3té yayin ™ npt PR

Shall we be proud of heart, - ve'eykh narim “4yin ™Y BTN

When we count for naught? vehayfnu "dyin? 7y

Donash

[I. SECOND MOVEMENT - OF TURMOIL (OF FEAR AND OF SUFFERING)

Wphole cholr divided info groups in motet-like poiyohony

Exile after exile gala "akhir gola

Yehuda was dispersed galté yehudé

And cherished by none dorés umvakes "Byn 1

Exile por dyaspora

after exile tras dydspora

Yehuda khudéa

weeps ever khime syémpre
 Searched for by none nadye 1a biiska

Needed by none - nédye Ta rekyére

. Rabbenu Gershem "Me'or Hagofa”,
Mayence, I1th ceat,
Wormen (sopranos)

Un Irustration the nation decries its Late): -
Our years have ended in privation  Snotéynu safu bedailit

We strive for the fight - 1e'dr nekavé
Hlen (passes) )
But are met _ vehinne bz veSifiit
with scorn and humiliation
- Salomon Ibn Gabirol,
Spain, 11th cent.

17 (tenors) together with women (3/tos)
(The enemy, in derision): :

Weep, nestling, Tybra pichin

Weep, wanderer, Tydra errénte

Pour out your tears, Vyérte tus Yagrimas
Remourn your exilel laménta tu eksﬁgo
Weep, nestling, _ bkhé gozal

Weep, wanderer! bkhé nodéd

whote cheir ‘
Wanderer, wanderer.. errante, errante...

Moses Ibn Ezrs, Spain, 11th-12th

A9 0N N3
T N

73 Y Wham wT

Por didspora

Tras diaspora

Judea

Gime siempre

Nadie Ia butsca

Nadie Ia requiers

BiaT3 80 iy
Qirciatie

Mg ™2

" Llora, pichin,

Liora, esTante,
Dlerie tus tagrimas,
Lamenta {u exilio
‘J'ﬁz 133
1 naa

Errante, errante.,..

I, THIRD MOVEMENT - OF THE STORM OF EXPULSION

Women, then whole choir
A proionged shout: Ah 'a

S |

*

IV. FOURTH MOVEMENT - OF WANDERING (OF TEMPTATION, GUILT,

PERSECUTION AND QF DESPAIR)

whole chair, then men, then women

Shalf we search evermore neSakhér et mekdm . -hipT) NN oipR Y )

in 1he bottomless pit §akhat verimméa -
Thus abandoning the source venitos ‘et mekdr TIR) "0 AR Ny wun
of eternal [ife? khayéy netsakhim?
Is there no piace, . ) hayés 1any 27003 1K TR WL W
to the east or to the west bemizrékh ‘o bema'rév _
For dwelling in peace, mekom tikva AN 117D ") Mph Dian
without woe, without strife? nehi ‘alav betukhim?
Judah Halevi
17en (311 together)
(The strangers mock the Peagle of Israel):
Where is their God of justice? "ayé 'elohéy ham1i3pat? T03R "NOR TN
Let Him protect them! - yariv <et rivi na™
Where is donde esté iDénde esta
God the Judge £1dyfis khwés? el ids juez?
Who will judge ke khiizge illue juzgue
your case? vwéstrakawsat vuestra causal

PBenjamin Ben-Abraham, Rome, 12th - 13th cent.




Women, the whole choir

(Anger against Gad develops):

0 when will my persecutors matéy ta"asé 08 9T YL N
be-chastised? berodfay mi¥pat?

The city, the Holy Temple ha'ir. hakdde nringm) W e
and the Land vehamkozit

Have been desecrated, - hayil Tekherpé - mirathnh e
have been defiled wlevizit -

Rabbenu Gershom
0 God, when will You cease

to smite vs with Your hand?
Solomon [bn-Gabirol

Whole choir

*adondy, "ad matéy
kéts hapla'dt?

HINDED PR N T

(The sarrowing stones of the destroyed Temple cail out):

On this night my sons beléyl z& yivkeyln Jiksm i [ o]
will weep, they will lament veyeylilu bandy 219
On this night my temples beléyl 2¢ khardv kod$i  “@TRINATSNI
were destroyed, venisref( ‘armondy *¥iny 197N

my palaces burnt
And the Peaple of Israel
will recal! how I grieved
And bemoan the {ire

that [ef1 me berieved

Eleazar ha-Eatir,

Land of Israef, 5th cent,
{from the Lamentations
for the Ninth Pay of Ab)

vekhdl beyt-yisra'é)
yehegl vigondy

veylvki ‘et hasrefa
'asér sarsf ‘adundy

oXi-neR 571
W

ngien Ny 9
378 71D YGiY

V. FIFTH MOVEMENT - OF THE RETURN TO ZION (TRIUMPHS AND REDEMPTION)

Whgle choir )
. {4n oplimistic mood prevails suddenly; [srael triumphs over its enegmies):
We shall take revenge vekirkarn( benakém  7'7')7°R BRI R

on fortress and wall
We shall conquer the city,

the citedel, alll

Samuel ha-Nagid,
Spain, 11th cent.

fen
([atimations of the Return to Zion):
Wait, My poor people,

for very soon
I shall send My angel

good things to bring
And on Mount Zion

I shail ancint My king

Solomoa [bn-Gabirol

Saprane soloist
For Zion

my soul and my spirit yearn
There would { live,

there peace will reign
Her soil wili serve

as balm for my pain

Judah Harizi,
Spain, [1th ceat,

whole choir
(The final hymn, in praise of Zien):
Land to which

in Your strength You have led us

A gracious gift
You bequeathed upon us:
Land of wheat and barley,
of the grape
-'Land of the fig,
" of the early-riping fig
Land of the pomegraanate,

the segments of the pomegranate

Land of the olive,
of the splendour of ofives

kir vetira

vekhavadnd bekhdakh 11723 ™D b3 wyamy
it ‘uvird

hokh{Yi ‘aniyd BB T3 ¥ 1Y *onin
k1 od me'at

"e31ikh mat'skh *377 nhag ahn nhwy
Tefandt darki

ve‘al hér tsiybn *2%m by (i 90 M
"enstkh malki '

letsiydn AT "W0) NERY ey
Sa'afa nafsi verukhi

heydt bah MR MRt 93 "2 nivg

kaT yem@y khaydy menukhf

"afardh "1 X8R NN AN9Y
"e’esé marpé lenig’i

‘érets 'aSér 16h 120R9) 103 A9 R PN
be'uzékh nihaltanu

matana tové VRN NN e
hinkhalténu

"Erets khitd ‘use’ord 193 PR L MERPOR
"érets géfen

“‘Erets te’end TR RIS IRA YR
leviklr te’end

‘grets rimdn Y e e ron
Tefélakh harimon

"Erets zdyit s e R PR
Tehodém kazédyit :

Land flowing with milk and honey, ‘Brets zavat khalav udva$ WaTiadMnnaTyIR

- Of scothing milk and honey
beneath the tongue
Yaanai,

Land of Israsi, Sth cent.

letékhat tedondm
khaldv ‘udvas

w7 290 3w nhny
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FOR MIXED CHOIR, GUITARS AND MANDOLAS ENSEMBLE
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